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Closing: 
Get out there and make it happen!



Post-craft show exhaustion can really get you down but not nearly as much as someone downplaying all the work you put into the show. A few years ago I was having a post-
Patchwork Show dinner with my family and friends and a friend of my dad’s said, “I don’t get what the big deal is. You email a few crafters and then they set up their 
booths.” He wasn’t self-employed and had no idea what my partner Delilah and I put into selling and producing Patchwork Show. He didn’t realize that I’d spent months and 
months making sure every detail of the show was just right. Even though I was ready to physically and mentally collapse from the day’s efforts, I couldn’t fault him for 
downplaying my work because he’d never seen the other side of selling at or planning craft show. On the same note, I had no concept of how he was able to fix air 
conditioners (his job). I could have minimized what he did by saying, “You just wiggle some knobs and viola, it’s fixed!” But I knew better. !
Perhaps you took this course having never done a craft show before and now you realize how much work goes into it and you’re turned off. Or maybe you’ve sold at some 
craft shows before but now feel like you have an advantage over the competition. Either way, you realize that successfully selling at a craft show isn’t as simple as filling out 
an application and showing up. There’s a lot of planning and hard work involved BUT it’s all worth it! !
If you are strategic about it, selling at craft shows is a great way to start, grow or maintain your independent business. Craft shows are a great place not only for selling your 
products but growing your customer base, getting feedback and learning how to be creative and innovative with your products as well as your business. !
We spend most of our waking hours working. If you’re able to turn your passion into a business, you’ve got a leg up. According to an article in Forbes magazine just over 
50% of people in the United States are unhappy with their jobs. That number is down from over 61% in the 1970s. I think the reason more people are happy with their jobs 
because more people are working for themselves and creating their own employment destinies. !
Selling at craft shows not only played an integral part in turning my dream of using my creativity to pay my rent, but it spawned a full-fledged business. That business has 
supported me financially for over a decade and has paved the way for me to help other creatives take the leap to making a living doing what they love. I hope the tips and 
insight in this course will help you do the same.
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