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How to Create a Shipping Tape Image Transfer Tutorial 
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What	  to	  get:	  
-‐Magazines	  
-‐Scissors	  
-‐Warm	  water	  
-‐Clear	  shipping	  tape	  
-‐Bone	  folder	  (This	  is	  a	  book-‐making	  tool.	  If	  you	  don’t	  have	  
one,	  you	  use	  can	  use	  another	  hard	  smooth	  object	  like	  a	  
domino	  or	  even	  a	  coin.)	  

What	  to	  do:	  
1.	  Choose	  an	  image	  from	  your	  magazine	  that	  will	  Hit	  onto	  a	  
strip	  of	  packing	  tape	  and	  cut	  it	  out	  leaving	  a	  bit	  of	  space	  
around	  the	  area	  that	  the	  tape	  will	  cover.	  If	  your	  image	  is	  
larger	  than	  the	  width	  of	  the	  tape	  you	  can	  still	  use	  it	  but	  you’ll	  
have	  to	  overlap	  one	  or	  more	  pieces	  of	  tape	  so	  that	  the	  tape	  
covers	  your	  whole	  image.	  
2.	  Put	  a	  piece	  of	  tape	  over	  the	  part	  of	  the	  image	  you’d	  like	  to	  
turn	  into	  a	  transfer.	  
3.	  Burnish	  (rub	  over	  the	  tape	  Hirmly)	  using	  a	  bone	  folder.	  
When you first put the tape down it will look a bit cloudy but 
after you press the tape down and burnish it completely, the 
image will be clear and shiny. 
4. Run warm water over the paper side of the tape and rub it 
gently with your finger. You may want to use a tool to rub the 
paper away, DON’T! If you use a tool you may end up rubbing 
your image away. Be patient. 
5. Once the paper is rubbed off, your shipping tape transfer is 
done and you can put it on anything. You’ll notice that it’s semi-
transparent, meaning that light comes through. This means that if 
you place your transfer over another image you may be able to 
see parts of the image underneath the transfer, which is awesome 
for creating layered pieces.  
*Before you adhere your transfer to anything make sure to dry it 
completely. 
*Sometimes there’s enough residual stickiness from the tape to 
stick it onto a surface. If not, just glue it down with a clear glue 
stick. 
*You can use color or black and white images. High contrast 
images or images with bright colors work best.


